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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after t he mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 February 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1^6 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) ^ Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the Application filed 2/12/2004. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Henry et 
al. (US 7028104), hereafter Henry. 

Regarding claims 1 and 4 Henry discloses: 

A self-activating network connection system suitable for a computer 
system capable of network connection, the computer system at least having a 
network connection module (abstract, a network interface driver clearly implies 
that there is a network interface module that it is driving) for connecting to a 
network and a network driving module (abstract, network interface driver) for 
driving the network connection module to perform network connection, the 
network connection system comprising: 
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a detection module for performing a counting process to count to a 
predetermined value where the detection module detects whether the network 
connection module has successfully connected to the network; and (Fig. 3, steps 
302 and 304 show a timer counting until the offer of an IP address is received.) 

an activation module for sending required information to the network 
driving module, such that if the detection module determines that the computer 
system fails to connect to the network via the network connection module, the 
activation module sends an activation signal to the network driving module to 
trigger the network driving module to drive the network connection module to 
connect to the network until the detection module determines that the computer 
system has successfully connected to the network via the network connection 
module. (Fig. 3 304-312 show that if the timer expires, the information (DHCP- 
discover packet) is regenerated and sent to the NIC card to be resent over the 
network, at which point the timer begins again. (See Fig. 1, state diagram item 
102 has an arrow circulating back into that state, i.e. the beginning of Fig. 3) 
Regarding claims 2 and 5 as applied to claims 1 and 4, Henry discloses: 

The information comprises parameter settings, note step 308 where the 
DHCP-discover packet is regenerated, which has in it parameter settings for the 
connection. 

Regarding claims 3 and 6 as applied to claims 1 and 4, Henry discloses: 

The detection action detects whether an IP address has been obtained for 
the computer system. (The DHCP-Offer message, if received, contains the IP 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/776,527 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2154 

address for the system, therefore, it is detecting whether the IP address for the 
system has been obtained or not.) 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Matsuda et al. (US 2002/0133573) discloses dynamically configurable network 
architecture. Attention is drawn to Figures 5 and 5A, where if a DHCP response is not 
received, a new broadcast of a DHCP discover is triggered. 

Lenz (US 6029196) discloses an automatic client configuration system. Attention 
is drawn to Fig. 9 which shows an auto timeout feature that causes the system to 
request network configuration files again if they have not been received within a certain 
time period. 

"DSL Forum Technical Report TR-044, Auto-Configuration for Basic Internet 
Services December 2001" teaches on page 8 that if a DHCP request fails (i.e. due to a 
time-out), that retries should be made. 

"Summary DHCP" teaches restarting a DHCP process in the event of an error. 
(Page 2 item 8) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael E. Keefer whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-1591 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 5:30am- 
2pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MEK 8/14/2007 




